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Society today has an obsession with the world of imagery perhaps because they are
 constantly exposed to a virtual world. Controversial artist Damien Hirst received much
 critism for his piece: this little piggy goes to the market. There was great controversy around
 him displaying a dissected pig as a work of art but he insisted that we be shocked by the
 image of what we eat and argued that consequently the image thereof should not bother
 anyone. He further explained that we as humans prefer the prepacked, ‘pretty’ image of
 bacon rather than the realistic image of the dissected pig.
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Architecture too has fallen victim to a world of sexy renderings rather than creating
 meaningful spaces which cater to the everyday life and acknowledge the realities we often
 try to ignore. Johannesburg’s Hillbrow tower carries the image of Johannesburg along with
 the image of success and prosperity in contradiction to its history whilst Hillbrow and Berea
 which surround the tower carry an opposite image of poverty, substance abuse, prostitution
 and crime. Does this not contradict what architecture should stand for?

Hillbrow and Berea have a rich history all contributing to its socio-economic state today.
 Hillbrow is extremely dense, with double the density of Hong Kong and 6 times the density of
 New York City. Due to its density overcrowding has become a major issue as it puts much
 pressure on the services which leads to unsanitary and unhealthy environments. Hillbrow is
 particularly known for its crime, drugs and prostitution. In terms of demographics the majority
 of the population are black and fall into the category of youth (14-34years old).  Most of the
 residents of Hillbrow and Berea do not accept it as home but rather as a stepping stone to
 more affluent areas, this then causes a lack of ownership.
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The site is located on the periphery of Berea and touches on Hillbrow. It is bordered by three main vehicular

 routes, namely Joe Slovo, Louis Botha and Clarendon Place.  Catherine street can be seen as the divider

 between Hillbrow and Berea. The site is easily accessible as it is close to public transport nodes and job

 opportunities.

More specifically the site is in a well-used neighbourhood park frequented predominantly by
 local residents or visitors staying nearby called Alec Gorschel Park.

I chose the site due to the following requirements:

1. Close proximity to schools, public amenities and religious buildings
2. An area with a need for public space
3. Highly populated
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Working with the “youth” of Hillbrow. Who is the “youth”? According to STATS SA they are
 between the ages of 14 and 34 years old, but in my thesis I refer to youth as between the
 ages of 14 and 26 years old. The youth holds all potential when looking at the future realities
 of our country. I therefore believe that that in uplifting the youth, you are uplifting the country.
 Unemployment rates are extremely high for the youth in SA. Many fall victim to crime,
 prostitution, drugs and alcohol.

The need for housing is evident. A quarter of the tenants in Hillbrow and Berea are between the ages of 15-

26. They leave home early to escape difficult home conditions in the hope of finding work and independence.

 They often lack skills and education and therefore struggle to find employment and therefore they end up

 homeless and turn to crime to survive. In my thesis I will be designing transitional housing for the youth of

 Hillbrow/Berea area which will aim to uplift these young adults into becoming independent. I intend to

 design a building and system which will uplift the image of the youth in Hillbrow to society and themselves.

 I intend to design for the everyday while focusing on the image of the youth culture.
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Key principles implemented in responding to the site through design:

1. Create new road connection through the site to activate a strong retail edge for the
 housing, to split the park from the housing and to create an urban spine through the
 site.

2. Maintain character of the street edge especially on Barnato street across Barnato High
 School.

3. Create linkages either visually or through routes or systems between Barnato High
 School, The Rand Clinic, Alec Gorschel Park and the children’s library.

4. Maintain visual links towards the Hillbrow tower.

Involving and building beneficial relationships with the various stakeholders identified is a key
 factor in the success of the project. Barnato High School will have the strongest connection
 with the youth group 1. The Rand Clinic, Library and local business will have a strong
 mutually beneficial relationship with the youth group 2 of the project. There are many
 different stakeholders within the context. Involving and building beneficial relationships with
 them will be key to the success of this project.
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Essentially the building will consist of 4 components:

1. The existing housing to be used for staff housing
2. Youth centre with public facilities to youth of the area such as a study centre.
3. The housing component which is private.
4. Amphitheatre and rock climbing wall which will be opened to public during events.

Spatial design in context is a response to the principles mentioned earlier. Creating links,
 spaces and establishing territories through design.
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Transitions between territories will be designed subtly. The building will be composed of
 many different territories throughout.

Three main key spaces:

1. Open piazza spilling out from the youth centre
2. Amphitheatre which can be manipulated to suits its purpose
3. Rock climbing wall, the identifying element of the building, symbolising the climb to

 success. It is to stand a beacon of hope
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Through my design I hope to achieve an environment where they youth culture can be
 celebrated by all. To uplift the image the youth culture have of themselves as well as the
 image they carry by society. Using architecture not to celebrate itself but rather to cause
 celebration.



DAY 1: UNSEEN ONTO PAPER

EXERCISE 1: MOVEMENT AND ROUTES

Without looking at our sheets, or without picking up you pen/pencil unless swopping your medium
 Both primary users and secondary users

EXERCISE 2: VOLUME AND SCALE

DESIGN CHARRETTE I SPATIAL
 EXPLORATIONS I PART 2

October 13, 2015
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Without looking at our sheets, or without picking up you pen/pencil unless swopping your medium

EXERCISE 3: HIERACHIES

Eyes closed but facing our sheets Portraying spatial hierarchies

EXERCISE 4: LANDMARKS
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Eyes closed but facing our sheets Portraying landmarks, both existing and through intervention

DAY 2: MODEL-MAKING
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For a week we intensively focused on exploring the spaces within our design. We identified
 key spaces and explored them only spatially, with no focus on programme, function and
 form. I focused on exploring space through vertical and horizontal planes and how these
 planes intersect or meet.

SPATIAL EXPLORATIONS THROUGH SKETCHES, MAINLY SECTIONS

Initial explorations spatial responses to the context

DESIGN CHARRETTE I SPATIAL
 EXPLORATIONS I PART 1
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Perspectives
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Quick sectional explorations
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 I was tasked to do three exercises:

1. Design a section in the same manner as Steven Holl would.
2. Design the building as if I were Zaha Hadid
3. Lastly, Use Geoffrey Bawa as a precedent when responding to context

I then took the floor plan of my building and flipped it into a section in order to break out of
 preconceived ideas of the spaces I wanted to create.
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SPATIAL EXPLORATIONS THROUGH MODEL BUILDING
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Unit 2 can be summarised to four core concepts:

1. Recognising designing for change within the built environment
2. Levels of decision making in the built environment
3. Distributed control of environmental decision making among different agents
4. The idea that systems within a building should function independently to allow for

 change over time

_________________________________________________________________________________

Unit 2 is based mainly on the idea of the built environment not as a finished product but
 rather an on- going ever-changing process much like an ecosystem which is constantly
 transforming.

We as designers need to constantly be aware of this change and to strategically design for it.
 We acknowledge that this change cannot be ignored, People and their needs are constantly
 changing, family structures, income levels, health circumstances and therefore we believe
 that flexibility and capacity have great value in architecture.

Buildings should be designed in terms of capacity to accommodate change over time rather
 than designing for specific functions at a point in time. Buildings that have a higher capacity
 resonate with more people over time.

“Buildings are increasingly complex, and social change is accelerating. Given these
 circumstances, it is important to design and construct multi-unit buildings in new ways.”
 (Kendall, 2014. p.90)

_________________________________________________________________________________

There are three hierarchal levels of the built environment which exist within an open building
 understanding of architecture/design. These levels include:

The town fabric (the tissue)
The base building (the support)
The fit-out (the building’s infill)

The buildings and infill within a neighbourhood can be transformed and replaced while the
 town fabric still remains the same hence there is always a more permanent level relative to
 the level below it.

The higher-level configuration dominates the lower level, and the latter is dependent on the
 former. Form dominance (physical – street and building) Behaviour (woman walking dog –
 rules – no visual physicality’s)

Every level of design is subject to a higher level of thinking, design or intervention. The
 higher levels are the more permanent and static as they more influencing than influenced.

Understanding the built environment in terms of levels holds great value as a designer within
 this is able to identify his role in the built environment as well as where his role begins and
 ends.

________________________________________________________________________________

Understanding the design process through the lens of having distributed control of the
 decision making.

“How far can people share power without destroying their power they share” (Hamdii. 2014.
 P 50)

Within the design of the built environment there are many various role players that have
 various degrees of control over decision making depending on the level that is being
 designed. For example, on tissue level the urban designer has ultimate control over the
 decision making but will be influenced by other role players/agents in the built environment
 who will have control over small parts within the level.

There are distinct levels of intervention for the agents involved and we believe the



 responsibility for a successful design is shared and communicated, but the decisions
 implemented (put forward) are ultimately the designers having taken cognises of the input of
 the various agents.

By looking at the built environment through levels we can understand that various agents
 have varying degrees of control over the decision making depending on what level the
 decision making is on at that stage. Through distributed control we believe that the
 responsibility for a successful design process is shared and communicated across levels.
 However this distributed control from other levels needs to be carefully designed and the
 process moderated carefully so that the proffesionals within that level retain their ultimate
 control over the decisions finalized.

On the tissue level the urban designer has the majority of control but will be influenced by the
 various role players or agents in the built environment.

Horizontal control occurs on a single level while vertical control involves a distribution over a
 number of levels. Certain people may have control over one level while others may be
 distributed over a number of vertical levels.

Ownership is not necessarily congruent with control. Use inevitably entails a certain amount
 of control. Owner of the retail space will restaurant decides on layout, clients may come a
 rearrange that space depending on their needs at the moment, when furniture
 rearrangement oversteps a boundary, a waiter may be dispatched in order to “help”.
 Equilibrium is re-established and all parties again cooperate to maintain it.

________________________________________________________________________________

As the built environment changes over time, various components will change but not
 necessarily at the same rate, hence when designing we need to identify these systems and
 strategically design in order for these systems to function independently. If one needed to be
 replaced or changed it should not affect any of the other elements and/or systems. The
 current way in which systems are being incorporated into a building does not allow for this
 future change to occur.

___________________________________________________________________________________________

This presentation was done with the following people:

Andrea Relling
Clara Senetore
David Spratt
Diana Wonly
Jarryd Bates
Omphile Msindo
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Society today has an obsession with the world of imagery perhaps because they are
 constantly exposed to a virtual world. Controversial artist Damien Hirst received much
 critism for his piece: this little piggy goes to the market. There was great controversy around
 him displaying a dissected pig as a work of art but he insisted that we be shocked by the
 image of what we eat and argued that consequently the image thereof should not bother
 anyone.

He further explained that we as humans prefer the prepacked, ‘pretty’ image of bacon rather
 than the realistic image of the dissected pig.

Architecture too has fallen victim to a world of sexy renderings rather than creating
 meaningful spaces which cater to the everyday life and acknowledge the realities we often
 try to ignore. Johannesburg’s Hillbrow tower carries the image of Johannesburg along with
 the image of success and prosperity in contradiction to it’s history whilst Hillbrow and Berea
 which surround the tower carry an opposite image of poverty, substance abuse, prostitution
 and crime.
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The site I chose is located on the periphery of Berea and touches on Hillbrow. The site is
 bordered by three main vehicular routes, namely Joe Slovo, Louis Botha and Clarendon
 Place.  Catherine street can be seen as the divider between Hillbrow and Berea. The site is
 easily accessible as it is close to public transport nodes and job opportunities.

More specifically the site I have chosen is in a well-used neighbourhood park frequented
 predominantly by local residents or visitors staying nearby called Alec Gorschal Park.

I chose the site due to the following requirements:

1. Close proximity to schools, public amenities and religious buildings
2. An area with a need for public space
3. Highly populated
4. Dense residential area
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After much research and analysis my key findings relating to the area surrounding my site,
 namely Hillbrow and Berea are:

It is extremely densely populated, with double the density of Hong Kong and more than 6
 times the density of NYC. Density brings many problems such as pressure on services but
 also has strong positives in an area such as supporting an active retail sector.  Hillbrow
 suffers from over-crowing and lack of maintenance in buildings leading to derelict buildings.

People perceive Hillbrow as a temporary step to moving towards more affluent areas hence
 there is little ownership.

There is a strong need for housing due to some of the issues mentioned in the previous slide.
 ¼ of the tenants in Hillbrow and Berea are between the ages of 15-26. They leave home
 early to escape difficult home conditions in the hope of finding work and independence.

They often lack skills and education and therefore struggle to find employment and therefore
 they end up homeless and turn to crime to survive.
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There is a federation called the Foyer federation who operate in over 120 urban and rural
 communities across the UK, providing safe, quality assured environments, where experts
 reconnect up to 10,000 young people each year with personal development opportunities.

Their mission is to turn young people’s experiences of disadvantage into solutions that
 support their transition to adult independence.

One of the foyer federation’s projects is the Barking Foyer. Which Comprises of 110 studio
 flats for young people plus associated management office, training, laundry and other
 facilities together with approximately 1000 m² of high specification office space for partnering
 organisations and a shared two storey reception facility. The Foyer will provide affordable
 housing, training and access to employment for young people aged between 16 and 25,
 from the surrounding areas. The building is designed to help them move from dependence
 to independence within a safe environment. The project is being designed in collaboration
 with the local authority and other interested parties to provide a landmark building in the
 center of the Barking regeneration area.
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In my thesis I will be designing transitional housing for the youth of Hillbrow/Berea area which
 will aim to uplift these young adults into becoming independent.

The housing will:

1. Accommodate both male and female
2. Have strict ‘house rules”
3. Minimum stay of 6 months
4. Maximum stay of 2 months (depending on you age)
5. People must attend school under the age of 18
6. Upliftment programmes
7. Fitness
8. Councilling

I intend to design a building and system which will uplift the image of the youth in Hillbrow to
 society and themselves. I intend to design for the everyday while focusing on the image of
 the youth culture.
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Phil Astley from the U.K. spent four days with us in studio, working with us intensively as a
 unit as well as seeing each of us individually. He gave a series of short lectures focusing on
 healthcare but many principles came through which were very relevant to my individual
 thesis process.

Phil giving us a short lecture

Phil gave us three exercises to do in studio:

1. Identifying the drivers for change

PHIL ASTLEY’S STUDIO VISIT
October 12, 2015
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Drivers for change in Hillbrow/Berea

2. Potential users, understanding your client

One client/user

3. Scenario planning

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/img_4934-e1444689834119.jpg


Working as a team

Scenario Planning, looking at technology in more detail
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Presenting our work
 Photo by: Amira Osman

All of these exercises helped me immensely with regard to my individual process. In
 understanding the client I was able to find the flaws in the way I was approaching my site.
 After having an individual session with Phil I realised that my secondary programme to the
 housing, namely an art school was not contextually appropriate and though I was focusing
 on youth culture upliftment, an art school may not have been the right approach.
 Understanding the users within the context was key to my individual progress.

We were then tasked to explore a technology within the healthcare:

Point of care diagnostics

Our final outcomes for the week was to do a Pecha Kucha presentation of maximum ten
 slides. See next post.
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Imagery is predominant within the context of today’s society; images are readily available to
 anyone and are extremely easy to relate to as they portray a message directly and clearly.
 People have become reliant on images as a source of quick information. Very often people
 are far more seduced by an image rather than the actual event or message the image is
 portraying. All the online platforms have provided people with a virtual world saturated with
 imagery. Subsequent to a discussion of the power of images in creating false perceptions of
 architecture, relevant examples will be reviewed and analysed.

Architects have fallen victim to creating ‘sexy’ renderings to promote their work rather than
 rigorously and critically examining their work. This notion of perfect renderings has also
 created high expectations, and hence, much room for disappointment. Images are helping
 them deceit themselves into believing that architecture is perfect. Not only has architecture
 been reduced to mere images but has also become a tool for advertising and propaganda.

In proceeding with a theme explored throughout the year, street murals (images) and their
 effects, specifically possible gentrification. Often when attempting to uplift an area especially
 with housing very often the opposite effect can occur, where displacement takes place which
 is clouded by the image of upliftment. I will attempt to create an exhibition space that which
 houses art which is true to the residents, celebrating them rather than creating a false image
 of prosperity and success within an area.

Together with the programme of housing, will be an art school which are responsible for the
 infill of the building in certain areas, promoting the ideals of Open Building whilst expressing
 themselves as well as uplifting themselves. The art school will house any residents of the
 area. My thesis will explore the possibilities of using imagery and architecture in a positive
 way to accommodate everyday living but also to maintain an architectural quality and
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 identity.

2.  SITE

Initially the criteria I stipulated for my site was to be within close proximity to the CBD of
 Johannesburg as well as to have a location where it would be visible to the public eye as an
 exhibition.

I then decided on working in Hillbrow. There are a few buildings which I am considering to
 work in and around. The site I have chosen is next to the Hillbrow Tower. The objective
 behind choosing this site is to juxtapose the symbol and image carried by the Hillbrow Tower
 with the dilapidated surrounding residential buildings.

3. PROGRAMME

The programme will be low lost residential housing in conjunction with an art school and
 exhibition space. The art school will be a mix of all disciplines and the users of the art school
 will be responsible for much of the infill within the building. The housing will be designed in
 such a way that it in itself also becomes an example and ‘showpiece’ to show the success of
 Open Building principles.

4. CLIENTS  AND USERS:

4.1. USERS

The users of the building will be split between residents and students of the art school. The
 art school will be open to the existing residents of the area in order to capture and express
 the history and presence of Hillbrow. The aim is to stay true to its roots rather than creating a
 false image of success and upliftment in the area.

4.2. CLIENTS

The client will be one of the following and most likely in conjunction with each other:

1. NASHO (National Association of Social Housing Organisations)
2. Department of Housing

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/possible-sites.jpg
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After an extensive mapping exercise in Newtown, Johannesburg as a group, we uncovered
 all the opportunities layer by layer. Below is a video illustrating our mapping process which
 resulted in an Urban design framework.

In reaching our final urban design framework we kept the following principles in mind:

1. Increasing decreasing
2. Creating access
3. Connection of nodes
4. Hierarchy of spaces
5. Pedestrian friendly routes and space

Our Urban Design Framework:

1. More residential interventions in order to densify the precinct.
2. Pedestrianised routes including activities that will activate the route.
3. Transition between public, semi-public and private apaces.

MULTI -LAYERED, MIXED
 NEIGHBOURHOODS IN
 NEWTOWN, JOHANNESBURG

March 23, 2015
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After the group mapping exercise, the tourist presence became clear and the opportunities
 around their presence and the interactions they have when visiting tourists.

The map above is an interactive map through flikr which shows the pictures taken in
 Newtown. The red dots represent the tourists and the blue dots represent the locals (anyone
 living in Gauteng for more than 3 months).
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There exists large potential for interaction between the “locals” and “outsiders”.  They have a
 possible mutually beneficial relationship where a give and take situation can take place.
 Their is a large demand for housing for the poor which doesn’t serve the rich. Newtown has
 the ability to house the poor along with the “outsiders”. A relationship where the “outsiders”
 are able to experience Newtown through the locals eyes by interacting with them whilst the
 locals are able to benefit through trade etc.

The site I chose sits perfectly between three very important nodes:

1. Tourist/Cultural
2. Transport
3. Trade

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/newtown.jpg
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/2.jpg


 

My intervention is an alternative housing intervention which houses both the permanent and
 the temporary; both locals and “outsiders”. It has the potential of becoming transitional
 housing too. A place where people can stay while trying to find something more permanent.

 

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/location.jpg


 

Offering space to trade, relax, live, relax and learn. A place where people can “immerse”
 themselves into the context of Newtown as well as other interesting surrounding areas.

 

By offering communal living spaces. opportunities arise for engagement between the locals
 and the “outsiders” or they have the potential of becoming family units.

 

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/3.jpg
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/4.jpg


Site plan

The site was chosen due to its proximity to the Tourist destinations surrounding it as well as
 the proximity to the hop on and hop off bus stop. Using the building I am linking a new
 transport hub (in new UDF) which is focused on the travels of the local people of the area
 and the tourist transport hub (hop on and hop off). The link is in hope that it will encourage
 an interaction between locals and “outsiders”, with a challenge to explore more than the
 norm.

 

 

Final render illustrating the the interactive street edge, using market and trade space to
 create the initial interactions between “outsiders” and locals.

The renders also illustrates the communal living spaces (“gaps” in the facade). All rooms look
 outs onto the activities surrounding the streets which also create a passive security system.

 

An empty site was chosen as to avoid the problem of people being evicted from their current
 homes for development. This housing scheme hopes to challenge the current norm in
 housing and promotes an idea of permanent meets temporary.
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DAY 3:

Looking at interventions in the transitional spaces so many people find themselves in on a
 day to day basis. I wanted to choose a site that would be the prototype for many to follow. I
 chose the taxi rank opposite the train station in Jeppestown.

This site offers a node filled with transient activity. It encompasses the term transitional as a
 place of going. People currently take the opportunity to trade in the space due to all the feet
 that passes through the space and the fact that many people need to wait in this space.
 Loosing time in their day can be frustrating, so my concept is to transform transitional
 spaces into a place of comfort and learning through educational installations. Actions speak
 louder than words is no new concept to anyone but is hardly ever practiced. There is great
 influence when people are educated through an experience. I designed a system that can
 be installed in any area of waiting. It is a system which captures water, purifies water, hosts
 plants, acts as seating and adds infrastructure to the space.

Below is an image of the system I am installing in the space at Jeppe taxi rank.

Adding water catchment areas using light roof structure that give shade to he users in the
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 space waiting. The water then gets channeled through the roof supporting columns. Within
 these columns there is a purification process (see image below), which creates drinking
 water for the public. I believe people should have access to drinking water in public areas as
 well as in their private space. Water is a basic human right and buying bottled water is a far
 too an expensive exercise.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbon_filtering

Water catchment on the pavers are all directed into underground system which then feeds to
 all the surrounding green parks and is used for irrigation. The idea is to paint interactive
 labels on the relative components within the systems to make the users aware of the
 processes happening around them. Interactive maps above the water fountains explaining
 the connections the system has in a larger context.

In between the columns supporting the roof structure there is an aluminium grid which is
 used as a green wall. Excess water is used to water these.

The hope is that this system will provoke action is the users. To introduce a system which is
 completely independent and de-centralised. In the hope that an educational installation such
 as this one will filter from the transitional public spaces to the private non-transitional spaces.

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/water_filtration_systems.png
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/water_filtration_systems.png
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DAY 2:

RE-EVALUATION. I decided to take a step back and re-think my previous idea of continuing
 the concept of gentrification. Gentrification has many layers and contexts associated with it
 and therefore decided a different approach.

I took a step back and looked at Johannesburg, it being very diverse in terms of activities,
 culture and economy. I zoomed out and tried to access some of the missing links. I asked
 myself where the city was lacking in terms of systems and infrastructure as well as
 ‘hardware’ and ‘software’.
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I focused on the elements that are known to cause urban decay such as crime, waste, over-
crowding etc. What can result from urban decay? Thought about possible solutions. I
 mapped out some of the service delivery issues in South Africa and the effects they too have
 on Urban decay. Through research I considered implementing interventions such as water
 purification at neighbourhood level, trying to work in a de-centralised manner. All these
 ‘inventions’ are existing and can possibly work, but the greater issue is giving the people (the
 software) the drive and ambition to make a change, not only in one aspect of the system but
 to work together with the relevant agencies in order to uplift the neighbourhood and
 eventually spread into the city. Education is tool that can be used to invoke this drive in the
 people and provoking action.

Where does urban decay start? Somewhere, where there is a lack of ownership and
 responsibility.

Public transitional spaces

People are always in a hurry, on their way to their next destination. People often forget about
 the journey, when they wait they are frustrated rather than use the time to reflect. The
 waiting has the time to become the destination within the journey. The old concept of the
 Agora is no longer as relevant. In the world of destination orientated movement. Public
 domain is experienced through the journey, the unplanned and the unexpected.
 Contemporary mobility creates continuous spaces of exchange – spaces of going.

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/scan_20150220-21.jpg
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/scan_20150220-4.jpg


In the conventional map of a city, the solid rectangles represent buildings, whereas the empty
 and white lines usually define streets, squares, gaps between buildings – voids. Some texts
 propose the inverse where the gaps (places of transition) become potential solids.

People are constantly moving between 3 places of destination. Firstly, domestic, where one
 lives, secondly, work and thirdly social. Social can be public places which host the regular
 voluntary, informal and happily anticipated gatherings of individuals beyond the realms of
 home and work. The ‘transit’ between these spaces become another reality.

These public spaces can range from the walk from home to work, the taxi rank or even the
 bus trip back home. These spaces can be spaces of transit or spaces of waiting. The have
 the potential to be more than decay. In this assignment I am looking at placing interventions
 at these spaces which define the true meaning of public space. It can become an
 educational exhibition space to inspire people to practice the same principles elsewhere.
 These spaces are to focus on educational and not merely placing interventions to be seen
 but not understood.

I have chosen the taxi rank in Jeppestown as a site for these interventions. It has the
 potential of spreading across to other transitional nodes. I plan to have interactive
 educational interventions which are all to be constructed whilst encouraging collaboration
 and involvement from the people who find themselves in these transitional spaces. In doing
 so I hope to establish a sense of place-making forming a ‘community’ of that transitional
 space.



02_A PEOPLE, SYSTEMS

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/scan_20150220-5.jpg
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/all.jpg
https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/all.jpg
http://andrearelling.com/2015/02/19/02_b-people-systems-and-infrastructure/
http://andrearelling.com/2015/02/18/02-people-systems-and-infrastructure/


DAY 1:

Reflecting back on the neighbourhood Immersion, biggest lesson learnt was gentrification.
 Looking at the city of Johannesburg there are many areas suffering from Urban decay. The
 government is not doing anything to rejuvenate these areas, leaving them to further decay.
 Developers then see a perfect investment opportunity. The invest in rejuvenation, mostly low
 cost housing. This rejuvenation of the area then pushed the property prices up, forcing the
 low income earning people, who previously resided in the area out as they can no longer
 afford to stay there. I feel it is extremely important for rejuvenation to occur but at the same
 time preserve the character of the community and area.

Gentrification is almost inevitable in run down urban areas. I decided to map out the process
 of gentrification with relevance to Johannesburg in order to identify possible solutions. I
 concluded a possible solutions was to get the community affected by gentrification to start
 the rejuvenation themselves. I want to look at a system (possibly water purification) to
 introduce to a community in order to start the rejuvenation process and to give them a sense
 of ownership of their community. The idea is to produce a system that can be installed and
 be de-centralised and more independent. In this way giving the community the tool to make
 a change.
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When being immersed into Jeppestown caused me to feel like an outsider. I did not know
 where I fit in and was constantly aware of how the local people of Jeppestown viewed me. I
 took notice of the street murals mainly as I felt that they were one aspect which I could relate
 to. A global language of upliftment. I wanted to understand the effect the street art and
 murals have on the community. I wanted to understand what impact it had in their everyday
 life. I went on a journey of documenting not only the street art but how passer-byers in the
 community interacted with it. People walked by the street art with not much notice of it. It
 seemed as if they had just become accustomed to it. I spoke to many different people who
 didn’t have much to say about the street art, they merely brushed it off with comments like
 it’s nice or yes they do like it. One person I spoke to said something that provoked a different
 approach in my questioning. He said that the street art was bringing outsiders in, he told me
 how people would stop and take pictures of all the murals as well as the graffiti. The man
 seemed excited about the outsiders becoming interested in the community.

The street art was definitely uplifting the community, giving the community identity and a
 vibrancy which the people liked. As beautiful as these art pieces are, art has the ability to
 become a commodity, for example Banksy’s work has become so valuable it pushes
 property prices up and that had never been the intention of his work. It takes away from the
 beauty and stains it with greed.

The street art in Jeppe has the potential of making the neighbourhood so appealing
 especially for investors; which is evident when seeing some developments happening in the
 area. The street art has the power to induce gentrification; where the rich move in and
 overtake. Maboneng is an example of gentrification which has occurred a block away from
 Jeppe. It claims to uplift the area when it really is too expensive for the poor to enjoy the
 upliftment. Maboneng’s “security” subtly restricts certain people (mainly beggars) from

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/1_intro.jpg


 entering, preventing them from disturbing the rich sipping on the R30 coffees. It has given no
 opportunity back to the people who previously inhabited the space  commercial rental
 prices are sky high, it has taken from the poor and given back to the rich.

The street art can easily make Jeppe the next trendy asset. Rejuvenation sometimes simply
 results in a new version of an old problem, a quote “money talks, poor walks”.

BEFORE

A colourful and free neighbourhood.

AFTER

Displacement and unhappiness

https://andrearelling.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/a1-1a.jpg
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My graphic interpretation of the street murals found around Jeppe
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