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THESIS PROGRESS: ABSTRACT
Posted on October 18, 2015

THE COMMONS AND LIMINAL SPACES: AN ARCHITECTURAL
 INTERVENTION IN MARY FITZGERALD SQUARE TO STRENGTHEN
 THRESHOLDS AND RELATIONSHIP TO THE SQUARE AND ITS
 SURROUNDINGS.

Public spaces in the urban condition are spaces that need to be understood in
 layers that consider these spaces in the physical, mental (spiritual) and social
 realms. In her paper, ”The dimensions of space in the urban environment:
 three methodological approaches for designers that encompass the dynamics
 of urban space.” Ida Breed states “It argues that the lack of understanding of
 and exposure to the dynamics involved in urban space formation have led to
 much frustration and many examples of inappropriate public space. It
 suggests that the different dimensions of space should be explored in greater
 depth by designers during their training and also during the actual
 implementation of projects in practice.” (Breed, 2008, p. 214)

This is aligned with my view on the current methodologies employed when
 public urban space is designed. Urban public spaces function poorly due to
 the lack of implementation of the investigations into how the urban public
 space functions in an African space and similarly in an informal scenario.  The
 result is spaces that are unbalanced in nature, that do not meet the needs of
 the users or spaces that are overly regimented. In such cases, the space often
 goes unused and becomes a potentially dangerous space. According to
 Lefebvre, there are three dimensions that exist in spaces, namely: the mental,
 physical and social (Merrifield, 2000, p. 174). It is in unity that these elements
 can create a successful urban environment. These realms need to be
 considered in conjunction with the socio-cultural elements that factor in, when
 spaces are conceived by the civic public and where the ideas of form,
 activities and institution take place. Designers need to have knowledge of the
 socio-cultural factors and bring those into play in the shaping and designing of
 urban spaces. In spaces with high energy in activity such as a transport node,
 the urban surroundings are impacted where the functions are supported and
 function well because they are part of a larger organism. Such functions occur
 typically in an organic nature and thus their structure and organisation is too.
 Often, the functions can still function within planned infrastructure provided
 that the infrastructure does not impede the manner in which the system
 operates. It is in this, where I believe that for an urban space to be one that is
 sustainable and successful, the designer needs to read and take cognisance
 of the activities that are in spaces, how they operate and how they are
 structured, and design to accommodate and facilitate the present systems and
 not restrict them for the relationship between space and user to be of a
 symbiotic nature.

My thesis is an attempt to examine and design the liminal space that happens
 between Mary Fitzgerald Square and the surrounding buildings and spaces
 and in addition, the proposed residential block. Designing the common and its
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 edges. With my design as a vehicle, looking at Mary Fitzgerald Square, I have
 tried to explore the idea of transitional space and thresholds between spaces.
 These transitional spaces offer an opportunity to intervene and choreograph
 spaces that re-engages the users with alternative activities. The design as a
 whole combines residential with commercial establishments to create a mixed-
use condition in the city where with the current density, will mitigate the public
 and the private realm. The resultant spaces, which will be a combination
 between the planned and the improvised, will be in a constant state of flux
 thereby forming the “passing place” or the in-between. The spaces could
 create subtle interconnections which can be exploited and temporal
 experiences could be defined through architectural interpretation of
 transitional spaces. Mixing uses is one approach in architecture which I will
 employ that will assist in making lively thresholds and in sustaining the spaces
 designed to ensure longevity.
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THESIS PROCESS: DESIGN
 CHARRETTE AND DESIGN
 CONCEPTUALISATION
Posted on October 17, 2015

Key Spaces Section. Sequence of spaces

During the design charrette, I started with the section above to represent what I
 think to be the key space in my intervention. The space between the square
 and the proposed residential development. The design of this key threshold is
 of importance to me as it in how the spaces interact with each other that will
 make them read as a cohesive whole.
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Closer look at the interface

I began thinking about activities that could feed off each other or work in a
 sybiotic nature to allow as seamless transition from the one space to the
 other. I started considering textures on the ground as well as users of the
 liminal space.

Landscape manipulation concept

I looked at manipulation the landscape of the square to create different spaces
 within the the square as well as to the outer extents, being under the highway.

Square conceptual sketch 1
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Square conceptual sketch 2

In the concept sketches above, I looked at revamping the square and giving it
 a completely new feel. I, however, realise that the square is open to Museum
 Africa to give prominance and relay the significance of the Theater. This is
 also evident in the axis that runs from the Cultural Precinct south of Jeppe
 Street to the entrance of Musuem Africa.

Liminal spaces

My focus shifted fro the redesign of the square but rather the liminal spaces
 that occur between the square and its surroundings. I am attempting to design
 the thresholds as a way to strengthen the link between the square and the
 residential development and the space under the highway. The threshold
 between the  square and the southern buildings is also a space i will be
 designing to reinforce the link between the space.
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North-south section

The conceptual sketch above is an investigation as to how I could treat the
 threshold bewteen the southern buildings, which low scale, and the square.
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THESIS PROCESS: SITE
 IDENTIFICATION AND OBSERVATION
Posted on October 16, 2015

Site Identification

I’ve been very interested in public space and the users thereof. I have
 encountered public spaces in more affluent neigbourhoods that were more
 private or exclusive than public spaces in the inner city. The concept of public
 space to me, is a space where one feels comfortable to be in the space and
 not feel like their being policed.

It came as no surprise to me that for my thesis, I would do a form of public
 space. A space that is shared equally among users, where users feel a sense
 of belonging and a space that offers opportunities fro economic growth as well
 as the ability to just be in the space.
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Mary Fitzgerald Square is my chosen site as I believe the site has great
 potential in becoming a truly civic space. With its location in Newtown, it is in
 close proximity to pull factors that could bring more energy to the space.

Activity mapping

From the visits to the site, I observed that there is a clear divide in the square
 and thus the energy in the square is distributed accordingly. In reference to
 the image captioned “activity mapping”, the zig-zag line signifies the divide;
 the captions and the size of the circles relate to the activity on the square and
 how much of the square the activity occupies. Furthermore, the location of the
 activity is in relation to where such activities occur, whit exception to
 “thoroughfare” as that happens across the whole square. The colour overlay is
 an indication f the energy distribution across the square, increasing as you
 move west towards the M! highway.

Contrast to now and envisioned use

I created the image above to show how I envisioned the square to be used as
 opposed to how it is being used currently.  I am proposing additional activities
 the the site to re-animate the square to prevent the square from being the
 dead space it currently is.
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PHIL ASTLEY WEEK: PECHA KUCHA
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https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/slide3.jpg
https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/slide4.jpg
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/category/process/
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/tag/mary-fizgerald-square/
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/tag/newtown/
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/2015/10/16/thesis-process-site-identification-and-observation/#respond
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/2015/10/12/phil-astley-week-pecha-kucha-thesis-presentation/
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/2015/10/12/phil-astley-week-pecha-kucha-thesis-presentation/
https://omphilemsindo.wordpress.com/2015/10/12/phil-astley-week-pecha-kucha-thesis-presentation/


During the visit from Phil Astley (RiBA), we were asked to introduce our theses
 using the pecha kucha method. Below is my presentation. My thesis has,
 since his visit, evolved. Following this post will be the development of my
 thesis.

Slide 1

The Civic Square. [In contemporary South Africa]
 How can architectural interventions be catalytic in the reanimation of
 ineffective public spaces such as Mary Fitzgerald Square?
 Slide 2

Mary Fitzgerald Square lies to the east of the city centre in Newtown,
 Johannesburg. The Square is in the heart of the Newtown Cultural Precinct.
 This is the site I selected to bring to life the concept of a reimagined and
 reactivated square. No form of public space is older than the square. The
 square has, in some form or another persisted in cities as focal point as well
 as point of assembly and collective activity space.

Slide 3

Mary Fitzgerald Square, in its context functions mainly as a space where users
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 park their cars, rest and or socialise and majorly as thoroughfare from the
 East to the West of Newtown and on occasion for musical events. There is a
 definitive separation in the space which results in the uneven distribution of
 energy through the square (high on the west and lower on the east.

Slide 4

Through mapping of activities I found the square to be an ineffective public
 space in that it has the potential to function as a social node.
 I reimagined the space as more lively. The activation of the space being
 through an introduction of various activities which currently do not exist in the
 square as means of injecting energy into the space.

Slide 5

I mapped could be the pull factors. The factors being, the heritage and cultural
 buildings in the precinct; where there is commercial activity, which influences
 how, when and if people will engage with the square.

Slide 6

Furthermore, I mapped factors such as residential units and their proximity to
 the square. The map shown, shows the buildings within a 5 minute walk
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 radius from the square. I looked at the public spaces in the area and in what
 form they were presented in, being greened spaces of paved or landscaped
 spaces.

Slide 7

In my mapping, I did a Visibility Graph Analysis (Figure A), indicating more
 accessible space in red, then orange and yellow, to less accessible space in
 green. Visual accessibility attracts both movement and stationary activity.
 Figure B: indicates the points of the most intersections when people move
 through the square in purple. Figure C, indicates temporary nodes of
 stationary activity, those being concentrated more on the western half of the
 square due to the shade provided by the M1 highway. Figures D & E indicate
 how and how many people transverse through the square at different times of
 the day.

Slide 8

With the intention of energising this public space, I looked at various strategies
 I could employ and how they would manifest in the space. Retrospectively, the
 exercises done through this week, particularly the defining of the user, gave
 me more insight into how spaces are experienced by users and the ritual that
 can either be designed by the designer or the user. The factors of change
 influenced my thinking on what should be heavily considered during the
 design process.
 Slide 9

https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/slide7.jpg
https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/slide8.jpg


Taking my concept further, I’ve started looking at how the functions I would like
 to introduce can be ordered on the site. Which in turn makes me engage with
 issues regarding how the treatment of the interfaces should be done. As well
 as exploring how to better integrate the intervention into its context.
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NAIROBI, KENYA: REFLECTIONS
Posted on September 19, 2015

View of Nairobi atop Kenyatta International Conference Center Tower

Nairobi is, like Johannesburg, a complex city in that the developing city
 presents as the success that the government wishes to portray. And much like
 Johannesburg, the workforce of the city are not residents of the city and are
 commuters from the less affluent parts of the city.

MUKURU AND KIBERA EXPERIENCE 

The informal housing settlements is erroneously seen as a place of no to little
 order and no structure. The Nairobi shed light on the structures that exist in
 informal settlements. The hierarchy in the agents involved in the search,
 acquiring, and keeping a home. The existence of cartels that control basic
 services is one of the structures that exist but not apparent to outsiders. The
 leadership structures that exist in Denver (JHB) is another such example of
 the hidden structures in an informal settlement. Having experienced the
 conditions in the informal settlements in the Johannesburg city context and
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 experiencing the informal settlements in Nairobi, I was aware of the similarities
 and the differences.

The main differences that I picked up on, especially in the Mukuru settlement,
 was how ordered and regulated the shacks were. The planning that was
 apparent in the sizing and layout of the shacks. Although, the settlement is still
 dense, there provision of primary and secondary roads is apparent. In Kibera
 however, much like Denver, the shacks seem to be more organic in the layout
 and the size of the home is based primarily on need, affordability and land
 available. However, as in most informal settlements, the same issues of health
 and lack of adequate services are present.

Mukuru Slums: The street where units back onto each other
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Mukuru Slums: The shared space between units

Kibera Slums: Structures along the street

The Railway Housing Development, is a good example on how deal-making
 and negotiations over territory can result in a scheme that benefits the agents
 concerned, being the government, the railway association and the residents
 who are being relocated. Relationships were built and a conversation was
 sparked where concerns and opinions were voiced, thus considered in the
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 process of negotiation in the relocation process. I, however, disagree with the
 design outcome. The design of the units was based on the size of the shack
 units in the slums. I feel, the activities that occur in and particularly around the
 slum units were neglected and only the built form was taken into account. This
 is what Mfundo and I addressed in the assignment given to us in Kenya.

Railway Housing Project

Railway Housing Project: Railway facing edge

Nairobi Assignement: A study of the existing activities that influence spaces and

 structures
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Nairobi Assignment: Diagrams expressing the activities on site and where they occur

 and the agents involved in decision making and the missing link we identified.

In the assignment we considered the users as well as the uses of space and
 how that can be incorporated in the process of negotiation and deal making in
 the rehabilitation and development of the housing section for the
 disadvantaged.

TOI-TOI MARKET EXPERIENCE

Toi Toi Market: Architect describing the numeration process in the process of

 rehabilitating the market.

Toi Toi Market: Children’s shoes for sale

https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/diagram.jpg
https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/20150805_121056.jpg
https://omphilemsindo.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/20150805_120855.jpg


Toi Toi Market: Legumes for sale

Toi Toi Market: Produce market

We visited Toi Toi Market to hear and see how the process of rehabilitation
 was being implemented. The process of involving the owners of the different
 stalls in the process, thus giving ownership to the stakeholders who the
 process will benefit. The numeration process, where all the stalls were noted
 and what functions they preformed in order to determine their placement
 within the rehabilitated market.
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DENVER ROW HOUSE
 ASSIGNMENT REFLECTION
Posted on July 24, 2015

How I grappled and still am grappling with Open Building concepts in the South
 African context, particularly in informal settlements which was the site for
 assignment 5. I am of the belief that many South Africans have a certain idea
 of what a home is and that the concepts of Open building are not necessarily
 aligned with those ideas of home.

In preparation for the assignment we did an open building intensive Prof Steve
 Kendall. In those exercises we were to examine the capacity of a building, first
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 through stair and fenestration location in a room. How that affects the capacity
 in how the spaces can be divided and subdivided. The stair configurations
 also allowed us to see how circulation placement also affected the building’s
 capacity. The follow up exercise was in terms of placements of service shafts
 and the different ways spaces can be serviced. The service shafts mainly
 determined the location of wet service areas and the areas secondary to
 those. It was through these exercises that I learnt the practicality and the
 applied learning of Open Building principles and who they can be applied to
 buildings with the understanding that the building often outlives its intended
 function thus enabling the spaces to adapt according to the needs of the
 environment it would be serving.

The follow-up assignment dealt with designing a row house in the Denver
 informal settlement context. Due to the fragility of the site context, we could
 only visit the site once. Through the site visit and mainly the desktop study
 using the Studio AT Denver information. There were patterns and lessons we
 learnt from the residents. That information was used in developing the tissue
 model for the Denver area.

The site I was allocated in the framework faces the secondary road between
 the proposed development and the existing shacks on the site. At the back is
 the share communal space. My proposal, based on the condition that the unit
 not be solely residential and should have a commercial component, was to
 create a colonnade along the ground floor of the street facing edge to
 accommodate small trade that could expand to medium sized businesses in
 the future. These businesses would include but no be limited to small grocers,
 take-away shops, hair salons etc. The other non-residential component I
 alluded to could be a reading room/library and/or day care centre. The
 facilities could also include a career centre with resources that would enable
 new residents in finding employment. I dealt with light into the building by
 proposing different heights for adjoining buildings. The circulation space
 between the buildings also, served as expansion space as well as the
 balconies, should the user see fit to do so. The way I addressed the
 residential aspect of the proposed building was to accommodate varying
 family sizes, from the single dweller to a family of 6, thus encouraging
 settlement for those who have just entered the area and are not looking for a
 permanent home to those who are seeking a more permanent
 accommodation.

It was in dealing with the residential component of my row house design
 proposal, where the skills acquired from the Open Building intensive with Prof
 Kendall that I got to tackle the issues that arose when designing a building
 with the capacity to adapt to its users’ needs. I found it particularly difficult
 when determining the optimal placement for service shafts. The placement of
 service shafts mainly determined the spaces that would be around them and
 subsequently the other living spaces. With that being said, even though I
 allowed for natural light through height varying, it was difficult arranging
 spaces for 2 different units on floor.

The most debilitating issue from assignment 5 came up in contextualising the
 design. Knowing whether the design would be suitable of not was difficult to
 determine as the site had not been thoroughly analysed by means of site visits
 and emersion to get the feel and take note of the activities that were taking
 place in the area at different times of the day. I designed based on the
 desktop study and on personal experience in being in an informal settlement.

In retrospect, assignment 5 taught me how to extrapolate as much information
 as possible from works others have done before me and also use my
 judgement in doing so as some of the material might be subjective. I also
 learnt to optimise space when working with a limited amount and being able to
 consider the economic impact of space on its users.
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MID YEAR REVIEW:
 VIDEO PRESENTATION
Posted on June 19, 2015

Video Narration Wording:

From the departure point of returning architecture to a civic art that serves
 users (present and future) my design narrative can be encapsulated in the
 idea of people focussed design. Even the most inhumane design is ultimately
 dealing with people so it must be noted that my approach involves users as
 departure point, not merely as front-end clients.

THEMES

Themes: ASPIRATIONS. SAFETY. MOVEMENT. CONNECTIVITY.
 INTERACTION. SPATIAL NEGOTIATION

My initial approach to users in space occurred in Jeppestown where I directly
 engaged the children of the community and asked them abstract questions to
 elude to their feelings towards their place and their concept of safety in it.
 Following this I observed the trolley-pushers of Newtown and my engagement
 involved direct questions of their daily rituals related to space and connectivity
 to surrounding suburbs. My interest in this system of connectivity resonated
 with my daily ritual as commuter which also led to my study of the transport
 system in Johannesburg for which I explored linking different modes of
 transport and introducing support infrastructure to encourage positive
 interactions between commuters. My latest exploration was of the interactions
 and negotiations between the inhabitants of Denver and how decisions are
 made in emerging spatial contexts and how common spaces are used.

CONTEXT

Themes: ENGAGE. CHARACTER. GRAIN. ROUTES. SCALE.
 UNDERSTANDING

My engagement with context was defined by direct exposure and involvement.
 By establishing an interactive way of asking a difficult group of clients (the
 children) abstract questions I established how they engage with place. I
 physically explored the transport system to establish locations for secondary
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 nodes and interchange points. I interviewed trolley pushers and questioned
 their travelling at different scales. With regards to Denver, direct engagement
 with spaces helped me understand the character of place which is crucial
 when understanding the circumstances of users. Again I dealt with scale and
 efficient space use by studying the relationship between fine grain of shacks
 and the coarser, formal grain of the surrounding industrial area.

RESPONSE

Themes: PEOPLE. FRIVOLITY. RECOGNITION. SOCIAL INTERACTION.

My natural inclination is to respond to spatial challenges in a pragmatic and
 systematic way. By listing a number on experienced and observed issues
 while at the same time taking cognisance of the existing systems and rituals in
 an environment my response is guided to provide interventions that address
 the issues and incorporate in-situ strengths to do so. In Newtown, the existing
 social networks and systems used by trolley pushers to gather and collectively
 sort the items they picked was used to inspire the design. In addressing the
 transport infrastructure I acknowledged the successful elements of working
 systems and by means of precedent developed an alternative to some of the
 less successful manifestations in the given context.  In Denver we studied
 density and the informal systems governing spatial arrangements and sought
 to replicate the organic nature of community organisation.

DESIGN

Themes: CONVENIENCE. DWELLING. MULTI-USE/MULTI-USER.
 CAPACITY

From a design point of view I had the opportunity to explore alternate means of
 support infrastructure for public transport to create space that targets a larger
 demographic of commuters focussing on convenience and accommodating
 social interaction. BY addressing the very specific needs of trolley pushers I
 explored design to accommodate multiple functions and establish healthy
 dwelling conditions to encourage thriving amongst users. Similarly, my
 exploration of open building capacity studies using the row-house typology, I
 explored the creation of multi-use commercial space as well as
 accommodation of varying family configurations.
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JEPPE IMMERSION PROJECT
Posted on February 17, 2015

During my initial impression of Jeppe my attention was drawn to school
 children running around Jeppe Park which left me wondering ‘what happens to
 the children in Jeppe?’ This was my initial research question which, after
 engagement with the community, I altered to ask ‘How do the children feel
 about Jeppe?’

After exploring Jeppestown and interviewing children responses were on both
 ends of the spectrum. Some children dismissed Jeppe as boring while others
 said that they like Jeppe. My impression was that the children’s responses
 varied based on how the question was posed and also based on what their
 friends were saying. Nevertheless, I managed to collect a fair number of
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 unbiased responses.

My findings concluded that the most common reason children did not want to
 be in Jeppe was due to the lack of stimulation available to them. A small
 number of respondents claimed they felt unsafe in Jeppe due to crime
 (although I imagine this was an adopted attitude learnt from adult influencers)

To document my findings I had hoped to create a puzzle with the children
 which would not only stimulate them but also generate participation in
 mapping their response. Unfortunately the community is unpredictable and
 due to a lack of attendance on the day I had to alternatively document my
 findings. I used balloons to document the emotions and resulting actions of
 the children as statistics. Every colour represented a different attitude towards
 Jeppe or an action they would perform and the each child had two balloons
 (one feeling and one action).

The results showed that majority of children were happy with being in Jeppe
 and might only want more activities to participate in. Those that claimed they
 felt unsafe were most likely influenced by outsiders.
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